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ART REVIEWS; Sensuous Imagerv With Social Commentary

By HELEN A HARRISON

"Margaret Curis Puinlings’
Anelie A. Wellace Gallery, Campus Center, State University of New York et Old Weatkury, (516)
£76-3056. Thxouga Maceh 10,

Surveying some eight years of Ms. Curtis's wark, this show illustrates her progress from the persona
ske estaslished €5 pert of the New Mussurt's "Ead Girf™ exhidttcr: in the early | 990' to her current
preoceupation with the symoclism of Amernican asundance and sonsumption.

Ms. Curtia repcatedly refers back 1o the tantelizing sensuality of Barogue art and the vizual vocadulary
chommmmmmgmomlemmdmhummVommmm
ocoupled with charmingimages, drews (he views inio 2 rebus-like tagle of conllictiog meaiings

[ early works like the 1993 canvases “Yearning Whe2." and "May Day." the paint has a ceke-icing
quality that claskes with Imagery suggesting isolaticn ard dislocation. Fictures of confectionery
goodies coexist wilh those of ludy parts and decaying relics in # rexlm where desie= aond eniopy vie
(e donimurce.

M. Curlis's recenit paatings as even moce explici: i heir blending of seasuous appeel and
cammentary on transience, decay and material excess, Sverything is overrips and on the verge of
sollapse, as in "Abandoned Female Form,"™ where a gaily decorated body seems to decompase defore
are's gyes, No amoun: of cosmetic enkzncsment can srrest the ravages of time and the 2lements.

The superficiality o glamour iz mamtested in "Sign From Behind,” a tattcecd icon blasted by weazher.
Gravity takes ite inexorsble toll in "Eartk,” an overloaded sandwich of orgariz compenents tha:
eampeesses under frs own weight
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