\hm-'t Culﬂs. Earth, 19!9
Margaret Curtis
P.P.O.W., through May 29
{see Soho).

hen Margzrat Curtis debuted at

PPO.W. five years ago, her can-

vazes, like these of some Victori
an fziry painter, described 2 strange
universeof wildflowzrsand cornsralks
populaled Ly Leeny, whimsical figures,
Curnsa’s latest paintings 2re more gb-
stract and less payful than Gus ezrle
werk. She has dampensad thefantast.cal
crntent, replacing itwith a purely monce
play of decorziive elements—mostiy
rinhons ar pieces of cloth tied arourd
f.owers and such. This changein cirec-
t.on. however, dozs nothing todiminish
the pleasures of this show.

Druken Hyrizon picks up where
Currig’s last grovp of paintings leftof.
[depictsa stick drepped ina fisld, tied
wnrh colorful ribbons, looking likea kand
of Tilanicinthe rye. Abandened Femals
Form and Sign from Beland show the
scarecrowlike presence of road signs,
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seen from behind, festooned with hair
ribbomns, Bumner [ealures a clothesling,
here, Curtia demonstrates her prowess
“a: rendering dillerent-coloted labrics
flyingin the braeze. The [ ..a:tﬁuagf of
Flsseers shows astand of wil
One flower s done upin doll's clothes;
another haz e red ribbon tied to it.
Eurthis perhaps the bes: work inthe
show: A Coney Island of colorsand tex-
tures, it inagines a gevlogical Jorma-
tion as a massive del: sandwich—one
thar might bz seer hy the characters
from Aziz, Cursis has gone to particular
paing torendersquisies, blohs meshes
and a myriad of other devices suggest-
inq focd, fabric and sadiment. He-tech-
nical virtursity iz both & plus and a
minus, however: IUs [un to look al, bul
worrisome too. Curtis may be losing
sight of her fantasy forest for the trees
of painzly technique. For the moment,
though, she stll hangson toherpnvatc
little worldsof memory and reverie.
—ilobert Manoney
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